
EN LESSON 39

direct; directly [daɪˈrekt or dɪˈrekt ] 
  How do you feel when someone speaks to you directly about an issue?

  When was the last time you had to give someone direct instructions?

  Do you prefer to handle problems directly, or do you take a more indirect approach?

  If you could meet any film director, who would it be and why?

  How often do you need to ask for directions when you’re in a new place?

general; generally [ˈdʒenərəl] 
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  In general, how do you start your day?

  Do you generally prefer working in a team or on your own?

  What is something you generally avoid doing on weekends?

[səˈlekʃən] [səˈlekt]
  How do you select what movie to watch when you have so many choices?

  What is the most difficult selection you’ve had to make recently?

  Do you prefer to have a wide selection of options, or does it make choosing harder?

direction; director [daɪˈrekʃən / 
  Have you ever felt like your life was heading in the wrong direction? What did you do?

(the) least; at least [liːst]
  What is the least favorite part of your daily routine?

  Can you name a task that takes the least amount of time but has the most impact?

  What is the least interesting subject you studied in school?

alone, on my own, by myself [əˈloʊn]
  Do you enjoy being alone, or do you prefer to have company most of the time?

  Have you ever done something on your own that you usually do with others?

wage                [weɪdʒ]
  What do you think is a fair wage for someone just starting out in their career?

  Have you ever discussed wages with your coworkers? Was it helpful?

  Do you think wages should be equal for everyone, regardless of the job?

  What is the longest time you’ve spent by yourself, and how did it feel?

selection; select
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card [kɑːrd]
  When was the last time you sent a card to someone? What was the occasion?

  Do you keep old birthday or holiday cards, or do you throw them away?

  What kind of card do you prefer to receive: a handmade one or a store-bought one?

business; businessman [ˈbɪznɪs] [ˈbɪznɪsmən]
  What kind of business would you start if you had the chance?

  Have you ever met a successful businessman? What did you learn from them?

  Do you think running a business is more challenging today than it was in the past?

English; Englishman [ˈɪŋɡlɪʃ ] [ˈɪŋɡlɪʃmən]
  How long have you been studying English, and what motivates you to keep learning?

  Do you enjoy reading books in English, or do you find it challenging?

  Have you ever spoken with an Englishman? What did you talk about?

fashion [ˈfæʃən]
  How important is fashion to you when you choose your clothes?

  What fashion trends do you think are outdated now?

moon; full moon [muːn ] [fʊl muːn]

  Do you follow fashion trends, or do you prefer to stick to your own style?

length [leŋθ]
  What’s the ideal length for a movie, in your opinion?

  Do you ever notice the full moon, and does it affect your mood?

  Have you ever heard any interesting stories or myths about the moon?

  Do you think the moon has any real impact on people's behavior?

  How do you usually determine the length of time to spend on a new project?

  Have you ever read a book and wished it was shorter or longer in length?

urge; urgent [ɜːrdʒ] [ˈɜːrdʒənt]
  Have you ever had an urgent situation where you needed to act quickly? What did you do?

  What do you do when you feel the urge to change something in your life?

  How do you prioritize tasks when everything seems urgent?

raise [reɪz]
  Have you ever asked your boss for a raise? How did you approach the conversation?

  How do you feel when you see someone raise awareness for a cause you care about?

  What would motivate you to raise your standards in some area of your life?
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warehouse [ˈwerhaʊs]
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coach [koʊtʃ]
  Have you ever had a coach for a sport or activity? What did you learn from them?

  Have you ever visited a warehouse? What was it like?

  What do you think it would be like to work in a warehouse?

  How do you think warehouses have changed with the rise of online shopping?

  If you could choose any coach to help you improve a skill, what would it be?

  Do you think a coach is necessary to achieve success, or can you do it on your own?

pressure [ˈpreʃər]
  How do you handle pressure when you’re facing a tight deadline?

  Have you ever felt pressure to succeed in something? How did you cope?

  Do you think people perform better or worse under pressure?

voice [vɔɪs]
  Do you like the sound of your own voice when you hear it recorded?

  Whose voice do you find most comforting or inspiring?

  How do you think someone’s voice can influence how others perceive them?

beef [biːf]
  Do you enjoy eating beef, or do you prefer other types of meat?

  Have you ever tried cooking a beef dish? How did it turn out?

  What are some popular dishes in your culture that include beef?

anxiety; anxious                [æŋˈzaɪəti̬] [ˈæŋkʃəs]
  What are some things that make you feel anxious?

  How do you usually deal with anxiety when it comes up?

question [ˈkwestʃən]

  Do you think anxiety is something that everyone experiences, or just a few people?

line [laɪn]
  Have you ever had to wait in a long line? How did you pass the time?

  What’s the most interesting question you’ve ever been asked?

  Do you enjoy asking questions, or do you prefer to listen?

  How do you feel when someone asks you a difficult question?

  Do you think there’s a difference between standing in line and waiting online?

  How do you decide when it’s worth it to stay in line for something?
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surprise; surprised; surprising [sərˈpraɪz][sərˈpraɪzd] 
  When was the last time you were really surprised by something?

  Do you enjoy surprises, or do you prefer to know what’s coming?

  What’s the most surprising thing you’ve learned recently?

team [tiːm]
  Have you ever been part of a team? What was your role?

  Do you think it’s easier to work in a team or alone? Why?

bus [bʌs]

  What qualities do you think make a team successful?

upper [ˈʌpər]
  Do you prefer to live on an upper floor or a lower one? Why?

  How often do you take the bus, and do you enjoy the experience?

  What do you usually do to pass the time while riding a bus?

  Have you ever missed a bus? What happened next?

  Have you ever had to reach something on an upper shelf? How did you manage?

  Do you think there are advantages to having an upper hand in a situation?

interview [ˈɪntə̬rvjuː]
  Have you ever had a job interview? How did it go?

  What’s the most challenging question you’ve been asked in an interview?

  How do you usually prepare for an important interview?

favourite [ˈfeɪvərət]
  What’s your favourite way to spend a day off?

  Do you have a favourite book or movie? Why is it your favourite?

  Who is your favourite person to talk to when you’re feeling down?
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society [səˈsaɪəti̬]
  How do you think society has changed in the last decade?

  What role do you think you play in your society?

  Do you believe society is more connected or more isolated with modern technology?


